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AD CLERUM 
 

OF THE COUNCIL OF THREE OF THE ECCLESIA APOSTOLICA 
DIVINORUM MYSTERIORUM 

 
CONCERNING BISHOP ALISTAIR BATE AND THE COMPANIONS 

OF THE CROSS AND PASSION 
 

I. BISHOP ALISTAIR BATE 
 

1. Bishop Alistair Bate has served in this communion as an assistant 
bishop, as Regionary for Scotland and Ireland, and as Father Prior of  
the Companions of  the Cross and Passion. 

2. Our Pastoral Letter (no. 25/2011) circulated to members of  this 
communion details a number of  recent matters of  a disciplinary 
nature. 

3. Having considered these issues, and in view of Bishop Bate’s own 
circular email of today in which he openly repudiates this 
communion, the Council of Three has determined with regret that 
Bishop Bate should be deprived of Faculties as a bishop. From this 
point forward, he is not authorized to represent himself  as a member 
of  our clergy, nor to undertake any canonical function as a bishop. 
While his Episcopate remains intact, deprival of  faculties means that 
he can only function as a layman from this point forward. He has 
been removed from membership of  all Orders under our communion. 

4. The structural results for our communion will be as follows:  
a. The Council of  Three will operate with a vacancy for the time 

being.  
b. The Mission Episcopate of  St Genevieve will now be led by 

Bishop Francois Poublan.  
c. The Edinburgh parish was due to close later this year due to 

Bishop Bate’s intended move to Switzerland. This closure will 
now be brought forward. Our church will continue to have 
clergy representation in that area through Sr. Anne OSTLF. 

d. The Trinity Grove will no longer operate in association with 
EADM. 

5. Any website operated by Bishop Bate is hereby disclaimed as not 
representing this communion, including those external websites that 
have hitherto represented the Companions of  the Cross and Passion. 
The website www.liberalcatholics.org remains the sole source of  
official information concerning our communion. 
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II. THE COMPANIONS OF THE CROSS AND PASSION 

 
1. Authority in CCP is dependent solely upon the Charter issued to 

CCP (no. 14/2010) (see Appendix) by the Presiding Bishop (formerly 
Metropolitan Primate) of  EADM, which gives the CCP legal 
existence as an Order and provides for its relationship as a dependent 
Religious Order of  EADM. This replaced the previous (and 
similarly-worded) Charter which was issued by the Presiding Bishop 
as Metropolitan of  the Liberal Catholic Apostolic Church in 2008.  

2. In the current charter, the Presiding Bishop appointed Bishop Bate as 
the first Father Superior of  the Order. That right of  appointment is 
the prerogative of  the Presiding Bishop as the chartering authority 
and if  necessary, he reserves the right to suspend, remove or replace 
the incumbent or any successor in that role.  

3. Since Bishop Bate has now been removed from his position as Father 
Prior, the Presiding Bishop of  EADM will act as temporary 
administrative head until a new Father Prior can be appointed from 
among the remaining brethren, or an alternative future for CCP is 
decided. 

4. Bishop Bate has indicated that he intends to promote an invalid 
continuation of  CCP in opposition to the authentic order which 
remains within EADM and subordinate to the 2010 charter. Any 
such body would therefore be openly schismatic, without a charter, 
without legal authority and led by an ex-bishop who had been 
deprived of  faculties for cause. Such an entity cannot be compatible 
with the Catholic faith, and the faithful are warned against it in 
consequence.  

5. Recognizing the impact of  this situation on other members of  CCP, 
the Presiding Bishop has decided to permit those members to take 
advantage of  a General Release from the jurisdiction of  EADM. 
This permits clergy who wish to avail themselves of  its provisions to 
be released from the jurisdiction without penalty.  

6. Bishop Bruno Pedrini, who had been admitted as a Postulant to CCP 
and issued with temporary limited Faculties last week, is released 
from the Postulancy without penalty. The Faculties issued to him are 
withdrawn. 
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APPENDIX 
 

Charter issued by EADM to the Companions of  the Cross and Passion on 19 June 2010 
establishing CCP as a dependent Religious Order of  EADM and appointing Bishop 

Bate as its Father Superior. This Charter was issued at the explicit request of  Bishop 
Bate and was until recently displayed by him on the CCP website. 
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Letter of  Faculties issued by EADM to Bishop Bate on 29 May 2010 and setting out 
clearly the nature and extent of  his authority within the communion. 

 


